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Message from the President
PPC continues to thrive, and we owe all the credit to our amazing members. When I attended my first PPC event, I was baffled that 
these professional photographers were so open with what I, an outsider, considered “trade secrets”. I had spent countless hours perusing 
metadata on Flickr in an attempt at reverse engineering images, getting frustrated when a book wouldn’t just tell me the “correct” camera 
settings to use all the time, or even worse, assuming the “It depends…” response from another photographer was an avoidance of my 
question.

Even though my first PPC event was probably closer to an interrogation than a questioning session, I didn’t encounter any hesitation from 
the speakers. Members were eager to make me, and everyone else around them, better photographers, image processors, competitors, 
business owners, leaders, and advocates. PPC members are deeply committed to the advancement of photographic education and their 
tradecraft. 

In this issue, you will find those values reinforced with educational opportunities for the photographic community provided by our 
members. We look forward to rolling out more programs in subsequent months, that range from print competitions to successful 
marketing!  The success of PPC is solely dependent on participation from our talented members. I encourage all of you to take advantage 
of this great resource. Our Fellowship Program is set up to reward members for both sharing and obtaining knowledge. If you are not yet 
ready to take a class, show up to our Coffee and Camera events and get to know some of our members and join the discussions. Other 
photographers are not our competition, they are our 
inspiration, mentors, safety net, and friends. 

If you now feel lost without a nemesis, I encourage 
you to join PPA’s Fight for Artist’s Rights!  PPA is 
in the final stages of the campaign and they need 
our help more than ever. All you have to do is go to 
this link (https://www.ppa.com/benefits/advocacy-
copyright-protection/email-congress) and fill it out. A 
letter will then be sent to your congressional member, 
urging them to co-sponsor H.R. 3945. It is currently 
in the House Judiciary Committee. If it doesn’t get 
sponsored, it will NEVER be introduced on the House 
Floor and will die in this committee.

https://www.ppa.com/benefits/advocacy-copyright-protection/email-congress


2

Sharpen your skills
with PPA Continuing Education

March Education Event
Professional Level Studio Lighting, Image 
Capture and Processing with PPA Master 
Photographer, Craftsman and Certified 
Professional  Photographer Cliff Lawson

Date: Sunday, March 25
Time: 9 am - 5 pm
Location: TSR ComSupply  
(Camera Clinic Warehouse)
2635 South Santa Fe Dr., Suite 3H
Denver, CO 80223
*Any issues please call Cory 303-949-3822

Cost:
Non-member: $139.00
Member (PPC, PPA): $99.00
(Members of Professional Photographers of Colorado or members 
of Professional Photographers of America)

PPC, PPA & PPGCS
PPA members will receive one PPA Continuing Education Merit for 
attending this class.

Maximum Class Size: 10 Students

Join us for a full day of Professional Level Studio Lighting and 
Shooting with Master Photographer, Master Craftsman, and 
Certified Professional Photographer Cliff Lawson.

The first half of the day, Cliff will demonstrate proper lighting 
technique in a studio setting along with different ways to set up 
lighting. After which everyone will set up their own lighting and 
practice shooting with models.

Class Notes:
Everyone should bring their camera and their favorite portrait lens. 
Generally, something in the 50mm to 120mm works well. A 70-
200mm is always good.
 
The second half of the day will be devoted to Cliff educating the group 
on the hands-on post-editing process.
 
While bringing a laptop is not a requirement, it will help the learning 
experience to be able to follow along. Some people do just as well 
taking good notes. It is your choice. If you do bring a laptop, it must 
have Photoshop™ installed as that is the software that will be used, not 
Lightroom™. Also, the use of a mouse or tablet is recommended as 
using a trackpad for retouching just causes brain damage.

Also, note that this is not a Photoshop™ class. Participants must 
have a general working knowledge of Photoshop™. It might be a 
good idea to review the use of some of the basic retouching tools 
such a the Clone Stamp, Healing Brush, Sharpening, making 
selections, and Layers. If not already installed, having the NIK 
Color Efex Pro™ and Silver Efex Pro™ plugins would be a good idea 
but not a requirement. Those are free, so no cost for some of the 
best plug-ins available. Get them here:  https://www.google.com/
nikcollection/
 
Class Schedule
9:00 - 9:30 Introduction
9:30 - 10:30 Studio Lighting
10:30 - 12:00 Shooting with Models
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch
1:00 - 4:30 Editing

Visit https://www.ppcolorado.com/shooting-and-editing to register.

Did you know the Professional Photographers of Colorado offer ongoing education classes to teach or keep your skills sharp? Whether you 
are just learning, or need to brush up on some stuff, we have you covered. Here’s what’s coming up:

https://www.ppcolorado.com/shooting-and-editing
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April Education Event
Sit Stay Smile! 
(Posing, lighting, marketing, sales)

Date: Saturday, April 14, 2018
Time: 9 am - 5 pm

Location: TSR ComSupply
2635 South Santa Fe Dr. 
Suite 3-H
Denver, CO 80223
 
Cost:
Non-member: $139.00
Member (PPC, PPA): $99.00
(Members of Professional Photographers of Colorado or 
members of Professional Photographers of America)

PPA members will receive one PPA Continuing 
Education Merit for attending this class.
 
Class Description: 
Get the opportunity to watch and photograph a dog 
session from beginning to end. Begin with the initial 
consultation, that all-important “meet and greet” with 
your canine clients. Discover how to make both humans 
and dogs comfortable while they get familiar with 
you and your studio. Also covered is camera and lens 
selections, lighting, background and props as you learn 
what to use and when. 
 
Explore how to photograph dogs for their people and for 
print competition. Before you’re done, you’ll also discuss 
in-person sales, products, pricing, marketing, and the 
post-processing of images. 

Visit https://www.ppcolorado.com/canine-photography-
event to register. 

About Jen Hargrove 
Jen is a national award-winning 
photographer with her studio 
based in Big Piney, WY. Her 
specialties include portrait 
photography of children, seniors 
and dogs. Jen is an experienced 
print competitor, competing in 
over 25 state affiliate PPA
Print Competitions in 2017. 

Awards
2016 -2018 Photographer of the Year (Intermountain 
PPA)
Bronze Medal - IPC 2016 
Gold Medal - IPC 2017
Court of Honor/Top 10 - 2017 (Colorado, Vermont, 
Kentucky, Montana, Texas North Carolina, South 
Carolina & Intermountain PPA)

https://www.ppcolorado.com/canine-photography-event
https://www.ppcolorado.com/canine-photography-event
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As a first-timer at the Professional Photographers of America 
(PPA) Imaging Conference last month in Nashville, TN at the 
Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center, I can describe 
the experience in three words—over-the-top! There were so many 
top photographers teaching so many seminars/workshops that it 
was impossible to attend them all. The learning day began around 
8am and didn’t end until about 8pm and then there were many 
fun parties on top of that. The Denver group had a GroupMe 
chat set up to ensure everyone made the most of their time at the 
conference and had others to connect with. The days were filled 
with lots of activities and the venue was HUGE.

The venue was like a mini city; you never had to leave it. There were 
boat rides around the botanical gardens filled with tall, beautiful 
trees, exotic plants, and flowers. There must have been a million 
lights. There were beautifully colored water light shows in several 
places, some shooting high in the air and “dancing” to the music. 
There was a deejay playing great tunes early in the morning to the 
evening time. I danced to a couple of my classes within earshot of 
the deejay, high-fiving him in passing. It was so much fun being 
around so many photographers.

I had heard about the great discounts to be had at the EXPO but it 
was my first time so I planned to see what was available so I could 
drive to the next convention and return with my goodies. There 
were all kinds of demos, giveaways and great deals. 

I had decided to spend time viewing the loan collection next 
door—wow! I was totally blown away by the images and excited 
that I had something to work toward. I took advantage of the free 
judges critiques that were being offered daily. Unfortunately, my 
new disc drive stopped working so I couldn’t pull the full resolution 
pics up but I went anyway. Each of us had 15 minutes with the 
judges. I pulled up all of the images that I wanted feedback on 
and they happily obliged. The experience was so helpful; I highly 
recommend it. Next time, I will sign up for several slots over the 
conference days with different judges to get different perspectives 
and improve the work after each session according to the feedback 
and my personal preferences. There were quite a few slots that 
were left unfilled. The private sessions were one-to-one and not 
intimidating as I expected it might be. I recommend having all of 
your images opened so your time is maximized with the judge. 
Atlanta 2018, here I come!

Imaging 2018 Recap
Marie Verrett

 
photo by Tim Skrastins
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Practice what you’ve learned
or pick up some new skills with PPC Camera Clinics
Once a month, we get together to practice various skills, from senior photography, dramatic lighting, lighting for headshots, and 
everything in between. The clinics are free to PPC members, and only $10 for non-members. Non-members who attend can have their fee 
applied to their PPC membership if they choose to join. It’s one of the many opportunities we are offering to hone your skills. Come join us 
in March for Maternity, or in April for Off Camera Flash.

February - Headshots

January - Dramatic Lighting

Stacey Trujillo Anthony Rizzo
Melissa Polk

Peggy Lee Cory Zentner Gina Lantz
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-March-
Coffee & Cameras
Digital Marketing & Advertising
Date: Saturday, March 3, 2018
Time: 9 - 11 am
Hunter Bay Coffee Roasters Arvada CO
5600 Olde Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada, CO 
80002
 
PPA Northeast District Judging
Date: March 8-9, 2018
 
Camera Clinic - Maternity
Date: Monday, March 12, 2018
Time: 6 - 8 pm
 
PPA Southeast District 
Photographic Competition
Early Registration Deadline March 13, 
2018
 
Soul Road Trips with Jeff 
Johnson M., Photog., Cr., PPA 
Certified, Fellow PPColorado
Havana & Vinales, Cuba
Trip I - March 6 - 13 FULL
Trip II - March 15 - 22 - 3 spots left

March Education Event
Hands-On Professional Level Studio 
Lighting, Image Capture and Processing 
with PPA Master Photographer,
Craftsman and Certified Professional  
Photographer Cliff Lawson
Date: Sunday, March 25, 2018
Time: 9 am - 5 pm

PPA NorthCentral District
Photographic Competition 
Judging
Date: March 22-23, 2018

 

-April-
 
Coffee & Cameras
Date: Saturday, April 7, 2018
Time: 9 - 11am

Board Meeting (Online)
Date: Sunday, April 15, 2018
Time: 4 pm
 
PPA Southwest District
Photographic Competition
Live Judging
Date: April 5-6, 2018

Camera Clinic - Off-Camera 
Flash
Date: Monday, March 19, 2018
Time: 6 - 8 pm
 
April Education Event
Sit, Stay & Smile!
Jen Hargrove
-PPA Continuing Education-
Date: Saturday, April 14, 2018
Time: 9 am - 5 pm
More Information Click Here
 
PPA Southeast District
Photographic Competition Live 
Judging
Date: April 17-19, 2018

 

 -May-
 
Coffee & Cameras
Date: Saturday, May 5, 2018
Time: 9 - 11 am
 
May Education Event
High School Senior-ologySenior
Photography Business & Sessions
-PPA Continuing Education-
Date: Sunday, May 6, 2018 
Time: 9 am - 5 pm
Camera Clinic
Date: Monday, May 14th, 2018
Time: 6 - 8 pm
  
Super One Day
Colorado Springs, CO
Brand Your Business & Market to
Your Ideal Client with Wild Success!
with Tricia Turnpenoff

-June-
 
Coffee & Cameras
Saturday, June 2nd, 2018
9 - 11 am

 -October-
 
Super One Day
Marbleton, WY
Get Your Business Into Shape
with Jenn Hargrove

-November-
Save the Date! 
PPC Annual Convention - November 3-4, 
2018

Upcoming Events
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