
Message from the President

I believe 2019 is going to be a great year for the Professional 
Photographers of  Colorado.  We’ve got some great things in the 
works and hope to see you at them.

We are continuing the popular Camera Clinics. This is a great 
opportunity to network with other photographers and practice 
trying new techniques from lighting to posing. Let us know if  there’s 
anything you would like help with or to practice. We will take this into 
consideration while planning our clinics.

Major changes have been made to the Certified Professional 
Photographer certification process.  Instead of  submitting 15 images, 
it has been simplified with purchasing a kit from Blick.com and only 
requiring three images demonstrating your knowledge. Several kits 
have been ordered, and we are excited to help our members master 
these fundamentals and get their CPP this year! You can find more 
information and order your kit here: https://www.ppa.com/benefits/
education/certification/image-submission-overview.
 
Many of  our members asked for more instruction on image competitions.  In March, we are proud to offer a new 
program specifically for image competitions.  This program has been two years in the making and will be taught 
by PPA Master Photographer and award-winning artist Larry Adkins.  Mr. Adkins was recently honored with a 
Grand Imaging Award nomination (Top 10) in the Landscape category at Imaging USA 2019.  We will follow this 
program with more critique sessions and competitions.
 
I would also like to thank all of  our board members for the hard 
work that they do for the Professional Photographers of  Colorado. 
The things we are planning for 2019 are going to be a lot of  work 
and without this amazing team, it would not be possible.

Keep an eye out in your emails and Facebook for updates on new 
events going on throughout the year.
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Sharpen your skills 

March Education Event
Print Competition College with PPA Master 
Photographer Larry Adkins

Date: Sunday, March 23
Time: 9 am - 4 pm
Location: Gina Lantz Photography
2230 Lake Avenue, Thornton 80241

Cost:
Non-member: $99
Member (PPC, PPA or PPGCS): $79
(Members of  Professional Photographers of  Colorado, Professional 
Photographers of  America, or Professional Photographers Guild of  
Colorado Springs)

PPC, PPA & PPGCS
PPA members will receive one PPA Continuing Education Merit 
for attending this class.

Do you want to increase your bottom line, take your photography 
to the next level, and be professionally recognized for it? If  you 

answered yes to any or all of  these questions, Print Competition 
College Workshop is for you. 

Print Competition College will provide you with a structured 
approach to understanding what it takes to be successful in PPA’s 
print competition. The workshop will also give you a hands-on 
opportunity for you to prepare images for competition; a critique 
of  competition-ready images; and a personalized mentoring and 
feedback prior to and after print competitions. 

PPA Master Photographer and award winning artist Larry Adkins 
will help you learn the difference between terms like “seal of  
approval” and “merit” and how they relate to the “12 Elements of  
a Merit Print.”  He’ll remove the fear out of  print competition and 
provide you with the knowledge you need to compete effectively at 
the local, state, district, and international levels.  

After attending the one-day Print Competition College, you will 
have the knowledge, tools, and confidence to start your journey to 
increase your bottom line, become a better artist and technician, 
and help you become a PPA Master Photographer.

Visit https://www.ppcolorado.com/competition-college to register.

Did you know the Professional Photographers of  Colorado offer ongoing education classes to teach or keep your skills sharp? Whether 
you are just learning, or need to brush up on some stuff, we have you covered. Here’s what’s coming up:

with PPA Continuing Education

https://www.ppcolorado.com/competition-college
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Way back in 2003 I attended a Nikon School when it came to 
Denver. It was a good class with lots of  good information, but one 
thing that really stuck with me was the instructor’s encouragement 
to have an ongoing personal project. Something that is always 
available to pursue. 

Over the intervening years I thought about it, but I could never 
come up with a theme that really “spoke” to me. Nothing I knew 
would hold my interest over the long-haul.

So fast-forward 13 years. January of  2017. I went to a funeral. It 
changed everything. 

I am a Vietnam veteran. I belong to two organizations composed 
of  veterans. One is Vietnam Helicopter Pilots and the other is 
composed of  both veteran and active duty military pilots. It was a 
member of  the latter group whose funeral I attended.

His photo on the funeral program was…well… it was not great. 
Obviously cut from a larger image and we could see the arm of  
someone who was next to him and there was a lamp growing 
out of  his shoulder. It was clear that when the family needed a 
relatively recent NICE image, they did not have one. 

So I thought, I can fix this! That was the inspiration for my personal 
project. I was going to make professional-quality portraits of  
veterans. Whether WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq…did not matter.

At the subsequent monthly meetings of  the groups, I made my 
“pitch.” The reception was mixed. Some seemed to like the idea 
and others—the majority—were somewhere between lukewarm 
and cool to the idea. The common reaction was, “Ah, who’d want a 
picture of  an old guy like me?”  Well…how about your family? 

What turned them around was seeing the images from the first few 
brave souls who took a chance. They realized these were anything 
but run-of-the-mill snapshots. At this point—early 2019—I have 
photographed 50 veterans. They span service from 1942 up 
through the Iraq war and include all branches except the Coast 
Guard. I have been through most of  the organizations to which I 
belong and now most of  the vets come by way of  referrals. 

For their participation in the project, they get two 11x14 prints. In 
many cases they pick one standard portrait and one composite—a 
head and shoulder shot along with the aircraft they flew and their 
awards/ribbons. If  they do want additional prints for family, I do 
charge a greatly reduced price to cover printing costs. I do not do 
this as a profit-making project, but I don’t want it to cost me more 
than the travel and studio rental costs required to produce the two 
free images. 

So that is the story—the “why.”  Let’s talk about the photography 
part. The part the geeks want to know!

The value of  a personal project is that we are free to experiment with 
lighting techniques, lens use, background choices, posing options, 
post-processing techniques, and on and on. The whole purpose of  a 
project is to be creative and not worry about having to please anyone 
but yourself. My subjects get free portraits, but they are the portraits 
that I decide they get. I get to PLAY. They get free stuff.

Over the two years that I have been doing this, I have kept the 
same GENERAL look, but I have changed lighting, backgrounds, 
retouching/processing, posing, etc. The images from the last 6 
months have a definite different “feel” than those from the first 6 
months even though one can tell all are part of  the same theme. 

The Personal Project:  
Why and How
by Cliff Lawson , M. Photog.Cr., CPP
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My general setup is four strobes and a 4x6 reflector. Lately I have 
dropped #4 and used just three lights and the reflector. The one 
I dropped was a 4x6 used as an accent camera-left and also to 
put some light on the background. I have included a BTS image 
showing one setup. You will also see the current PPC president, 
Cory Zentner beside me as he has often been my assistant on these 
sessions. That photo by Phil Blighton, another assistant.

The main light is camera-left and is either a 3x4 softbox or a 60” 
Photek Softlighter. The hairlight is a 12x36 gridded strip. A kicker 
camera right and slightly behind the subject is another 12x36 
gridded strip. Opposite the main light is a 4x6 Larsen silver or 
white reflector. I usually use the sliver side on men. When guys 
wear hats, I might put a white reflector below the face to fill in 
under the hat…or maybe just lower the light.

The strobes are Paul Buff Einsteins triggered by either the Buff 
triggers or the Einstein-specific Pocket Wizards so I can control 
each light from the camera. I do use a flash meter to set the output 
initially, and after that adjust by eyeball to suit the subject. I shoot 
tethered to my Macbook running Capture One. That software is a 
far more reliable and faster option than Lightroom. This allows me 
to see nuances in small lighting changes much better than the LCD 
on the camera.

The backgrounds now are all digital backgrounds I made by 
combining multiple textures. I extract the subjects from the 

background using either Photoshop™ or Topaz Remask™. I then 
drag one of  my backgrounds in to the image and by varying the 
blend modes, opacity, and the HSL sliders, get the background I 
want for that image. As you can see by one of  the samples, I made 
an abstract version of  an American flag in Photoshop™ and will 
often blend that into the background. 

The camera is either a Nikon D850 or D810 and lens is either the 
70-200 f/2.8 or the 105mm f/1.4E. I meter to shoot at ISO of  100 
or 200 and f/8.0. 

So give some thought to developing a personal project of  your own. 
Ideally it should be something you can pursue any time you wish. 
One problem with my project is finding subjects and the logistics 
of  arranging time and place. (I usually rent a studio.) A project you 
can photograph any time you want would have advantages. 

A personal project can help fire up your creativity, keep you 
engaged during a slow season for your business, encourage practice 
and experimentation, and will almost certainly improve your 
photography skills no matter what you usually photograph. Oh 
yeah…there is no pressure. Go play.

Cliff is a Master Photographer, Photographic Craftsman, Certified Professional 
Photographer, CPP Liaison and a PPA and PPC member. He has been in 
business since 2004 and is located in Parker. His main business is high school 
seniors, families, and corporate headshots.
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Recommended External Hard Drives
by Howard Burkholz

I’m not an expert with hard drive data storage. 
I asked Ben Potter at Gillware Data Recovery 
(gillware.com). He manages one of  the best data 
recovery companies in the country. I asked him to 
recommend a brand/model of  external hard drive 
for my image storage. My thinking was that he 
would know what brands he works on the most, you 
know, the ones that are always failing. I would avoid 
those. So, maybe my question wasn’t “What the 
best?”, more like “What brand and models should 
I avoid?”
 
He recommended an internal drive combined with 
a external housing. The drive is called - WD New 
Blue 15mm Internal Hard Drive for TiVo Bolt/
Server/mini-ITX/Desktop/Machine 2.5-inches 
Model WD20NPVZ. Housing - ICY DOCK 2.5 

SATA HDD & SSD USB 3.0 Hot Swap External 
Drive Enclosure ( ToughArmor MB991U3-1SB). 
When both items arrived I slipped the internal drive 
into the housing - simple. This drive has preformed 
flawlessly after six months of  use. I bought 
another one already a few weeks back. Both drives 
preforming as designed.
 
I just thought you might want to know what’s 
working for me. Perhaps my research and 
experience combined with Ben’s recommendation 
would help you.

Howard is an Allstate Insurance agent and also is a 
photographer. He understands the needs of  photographers and 
enjoy assisting them as they choose a coverage to protect their 
business.

It’s a New Year - New Website? 

Why Is Keeping Your Website Updated Important?
The technology with the internet changes often and so it’s best to 
keep up with the trends so your website doesn’t get lost. Google 
demands that you keep your website updated regularly, or your 
SEO (Search Engine Optimization) ranking will suffer. If  you don’t 
continually add fresh content and mix things up a bit, Google may 
consider your site dead and you will plummet in the search engine 
rankings accordingly. 

How do you stop that from happening? 

Adding a blog that you update regularly will let Google know when 
they do scan of  your website that content has been added. How 
often you blog is up to you, some businesses update daily, others 
weekly, monthly and quarterly. I personally update every week 
as much as possible but will skip a week if  on vacation. With the 
tools for blogging that is out there, scheduling posts to go out when 
on vacation is possible. I use WordPress that provides a featured 
post on the front page each week, which makes my content always 
changing and being fresh and new.

Update Your Website Images. 
As photographers, this should be an easy one for us. Adding news 
images is a simple and effective way to keep your website updated. 
Internet users find images highly engaging, showing your latest 
work on your site will encourage your visitors to stay longer. 

Authority and Expertise. 
Don’t try to sell yourself, use your 
expertise to provide information. 
The more meaningful and engaging 
your content, the more valuable it is 
to Google. By updating your website 
with useful content, you impress 
Google with your level of  authority 
in your industry. And if  you do this 
frequently enough, the search engine 
results will reflect your efforts. 

How often should I update my website? 

Do you need a total redesign? No? Maybe? Yes? Many experts will 
tell you to update your site every two to three years at a minimum. 
This is to keep up with technology on how users find you, via 
phone or computer, what was cool and exciting in 2017 is basically 
now old and maybe obsolete so keeping your website up to date 
with code, content and images keeps you one step ahead. 

If  you have questions regarding your website - I would be happy to 
go review it and provide some tips on what you can do to enhance it. 

Susan Baggett is a PPC / PPA member, a full time web designer with over 20 
years in the web world. She currently works for a buying group that hosts over 
100 websites and Susan has helped small businesses host their website on the 
side for over 15 years. Susan owns Susan B. Photography, in Parker Colorado 
that focuses on High School Senior portraits and headshots.

I talk about this a lot. At least once a week I hear a horror 
story about a photographer that has lost critical images. Then 
I discover that they have no backups, or they thought they had 
backups but couldn’t find the missing files. I will only add that as 
a photographer, you do have one possibility for losing files that 
probably cannot be avoided, complete destruction of  your camera 
with the cards still in the slot. Beyond that there are so many ways 
of  protecting your images.

First off, and this is been a sore point for the latest mirrorless 
options, Dual Card Slots. Barring internal camera malfunction, this 
gives you an immediate secondary backup of  your shoot. That at 
least gives you two copies of  your images. It’s just the beginning.

Those images need to go somewhere. Where? That’s the question. 
Here is where many photographer’s and other creatives start 
having problems. Obviously the images need to be transferred to a 
local hard drive. There are many many options here. RAID, NAS, 
DAS, Simple external drives, SSD etc. Many think that if  they store 
images on a RAID or other system that they are backed up because 
a RAID has redundancy built in. There are different flavors of  
RAID and some will survive a hard drive failure and some (i.e. 
RAID 0) will not. You also have a single point of  failure in the 
drive enclosure itself. If  you lose a RAID enclosure, you lose access 
to the data until it is either repaired or replaced. You cannot take 
those drives and access them in any other system. So no you are not 
backed up just because you are using a RAID.

Your images are also just one singular piece of  what should 
be included in your backup strategy. Your operating system, 
applications and any other data you have should also be backed up. 
So what is a good strategy for backing up your systems? Dropbox? 
Smugmug? Google Drive? Backblaze? These all can work to some 
degree but let’s go back to the basics here.

A solid backup strategy is something called a 3-2-1. Three copies 
of  all your data, two copies are local and on different media if  
possible, one copy offsite either in the cloud or another physical 
location. There are many ways to accomplish this. Another factor 
of  backups is that backup media is rotated in and out. In the IT 
world we call this Grandfather-Father-Son. It is a common rotation 
scheme for backup media, in which there are three or more backup 
cycles, such as daily, weekly and monthly. The daily backups are 
rotated on a daily basis using a First In First Out system. The 
weekly backups are similarly rotated on a weekly basis, and the 
monthly backup on a monthly basis. In addition, quarterly, half-
yearly, and/or annual backups could also be separately retained. 
Often some of  these backups are removed from the site for 
safekeeping and disaster recovery purposes.

The point here is there is a huge difference in using a 
Synchronization/Collaboration service like Dropbox or Google 

Drive when you 
compare it to running 
an actual backup 
program. Both Mac 
and Microsoft do have 
some built in backup 
functionality, Apple 
has Time Machine 
and Microsoft has File 
History. Both create 
running backups with 
versioning. Not quite 
the same as a GFS 
backup scheme but 
not terrible. There 
are many options for 
backup software. On 
the Mac side I prefer 
to use Chronosync. For 
PC’s Acronis is one of  
the top backup software 
providers.

So now you have two copies running locally, your primary working 
data and a backup. That just leaves offsite. If  you have decent 
unmetered internet bandwidth a cloud backup is great. Something 
like Backblaze. If  not then your best option is just to add in 
additional hard drives to your backup scheme and store them 
offsite. Some will use a relative’s home or a safe deposit box.

The last thing I will add is whatever you do, make it automated. If  
you need to rely on doing something manually to get files backed 
up, chances are it won’t happen. Protect yourself  and never lose 
your data. Whether it is images for a client or your own precious 
family photos, backup your files today!!!!!

Dave Doeppel is an award-winning Professional Photographer who specializes 
in Pinup and Bousoir. Back in the 70s, he developed an unwavering passion 
for photography as he was rolling and developing 35mm film. He hasn’t looked 
back ever since.

Throughout his creative career, Dave has helped countless fellow photographers 
hone their craft. He has also served as a Speaker at numerous National Photo 
Conferences, including but not limited to WPPI, Shutterfest and Imaging U.S.A.

Today, Dave is on a mission to educate emerging photographers on the ins and 
outs of  the art of  photography and the technology they need to be successful.

Dave holds a multitude of  certifications, including a Photographic Craftsman 
Degree, Certified Professional Photographer (Cr.Photog., CPP) and an Adobe 
Certified Expert in Lightroom and Photoshop.

The Boring Side of Photography - 
Backing up Your Systems
by Dave Doeppel, Cr. Photog., CPP

by Susan Baggett

Maybe not a brand new website but with these few tips you can help your website stay new. 
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Imaging 2019 is now in the books, let’s take a quick look back at 
Imaging.  What it is, who should go, and why.  And then a few tips for 
both those that went, and those that are thinking about it next year.  

Disclaimer:  This review is done by an NFL fan, a landscape photographer, and 
someone with a huge fear of  missing out.Jesse NFL.jpg

Imaging is an annual PPA event that occurs during the final playoff 
week of  the NFL, (you know, the week where both AFC and NFC 
Championship games went into overtime).  It usually rotates between 
Atlanta, Nashville, and San Antonio.  Every year, over 10,000 of  
your closest photography friends converge on a huge conference 
center for 3-5 days of  education, motivation, inspiration, parties, 
food, and shopping.  

Education:  Pre convention classes are available for the few days 
before Imaging, Thursday - Saturday.  If  you wanted to knock out 
your CPP training, you can take an intensive 2 day course where 
you learn everything you need to know in order to pass the written 
exam.  There is even a block of  time during the convention where 
you can take the exam.  Hands on classes for lighting techniques are 
available if  you wanted to hone your skills in a specific area; groups, 
seniors, wedding, pets, food, architecture, etc.  Classes that focus on 
the business side of  photography such as marketing, in person sales, 
pricing, branding, etc. are also available  Classes can range from 
2 hours to 2 days.  They are relatively inexpensive and you get a 
discount for signing up for more than one!  

The average convention day is broken up into 1.5 hour programs.  
The first class of  the day starts at 8am, and you will have a choice of  
about six programs to select from.  Choose wisely!  You don’t want to 
hear all your friends talk about how great their class was.

Here are the titles of  the first classes offered:

• How Beyoncé Can Teach the Modern Photographer to Rule the 
World

• How Technology Will Shape the Future of  Photography
• How to Win with the Next Generation of  Consumers
• The Four Parts of  a Great Sale
• Portraits of  the Famous and Infamous
• Children’s Portraits with Authentic Character

They do their best to have a wide assortment of  topics at every 
session, so that something will be of  interest to everyone.  You have 
30 min between classes where you can talk with the instructor 
outside, use the restroom, grab a coffee, and then find where your 
next class starts.  This continues for three days, with 3-4 educational 
classes per day.  

Motivation:  PPA brings in some pretty big names for their 
Keynote speakers.  Mel Robbins, Amy Purdy, Ryan Estis, and most 
recently, Scott Stratten.  Scott’s keynote was titled, “The Age of  
Disruption- Everything Has Changed and Nothing is Different”.  
Not only are these keynotes extremely entertaining, they are equally 
motivational.  Whether they are discussing personal obstacles and 
setbacks, or discussing the current state of  business, you leave with 
a sense that you can conquer anything you put you mind to.  Scott’s 
keynote also helped set the stage for PPA’s current Focus Track  - 
Bridging the Gap.  

Inspiration:  Sure, inspiration can be found in the keynotes and the 
many classes, but don’t forget about the International Photographic 
Competition Exhibit.  Found inside the Trade Expo, all the printed 
merited and loan images from that year are on display on pipe 
and drape.  You can walk around for hours looking at every image 
as close as you want.  You can strike up a conversation with other 
attendees, or even the maker.  Even if  you don’t care for the image, 
examining the exhibition borders will be well worth your time.  The 
digital submissions are displayed on a constant loop on several banks 
of  monitors as well.  

Parties and Food:  There is an opening party Sunday night and a 
closing party Tuesday night.  Food, live music, a dance floor, and one 
drink ticket are provided.  You supply the rest…

Shopping:  About 200 exhibitors fill a huge room for the Trade 
Expo.  If  it is photography related, you can buy it here.  Backdrops, 
baskets, frames, paper, insurance, print shops, software, etc.  If  you 
are looking to bring albums into your sales, you can sample albums 
from all the biggest print labs.  Pick them up, open them, lay them 
flat, check the binding, check paper weight and texture, ask them 
what makes theirs different.  Local photography shops are even 
present, so if  you need a tripod, bag, SD card, soft box…  The prices 
aren’t amazing, but you can usually get 10%-20% off.

So, who should go?  Everyone should go at least once, especially 
if  you are a PPA member.  While there are only 1-2 classes for 
landscape photographers, (in a good year), there are still other 
educational opportunities for those with an open mind.  You can 
schedule a private critique session with a certified juror to go over 
your images.  You can pick up tips for social media marketing.  
All PPA members receive a Service Merit toward their degree 
for attending all 3 days of  Imaging.  You also receive a merit for 
attending pre-convention classes-each class is a merit!  CPP designees 
get the $100 recertification fee waived if  they have attended imaging 
for the past three years.  And those are just the tangible benefits.

Pro Tips:

Have a game plan - read the course descriptions ahead of  time 
and select the ones you want to go to.  They have an Imaging 
App for your phone and you can do all this there, it even creates a 
calendar for you with the room numbers!  When in doubt, just go to 
the class that is in the largest room.  

Wear comfortable shoes.  There is a lot of  walking.  Between 
your hotel room, walking to opposite sides of  the venue for your 
classes, the trade show floor, lunch, the print competition exhibit, you 
will put several miles a day on them.

Bring a notebook and a writing instrument that you enjoy 
using.  You will be taking a lot of  notes.  A laptop really isn’t 
necessary.  If  you must, bring a tablet to take notes on.  You can even 
use it or your cell phone to take snapshots of  the screen when you 
get tired of  writing all the info down.  Just keep in mind, you will still 
have to transfer that knowledge to your memory somehow later.

Lots of  vendors will have free offers like free albums, free prints, etc.  
Take advantage of  them.  Order up the same print or album from 
each vendor.  That way you can compare each of  them side by side 
at home.

Imaging 2020 will be held in Nashville, on January 19-21, 2020.  Or 
during the AFC and NFC Championship weekend of  the NFL.  

Imaging 2019 Recap
by Jesse McLaughlin

PPC 2019 Board of Directors
With a new year, we have a few new Board members we would like to introduce to you. We are also looking for members who would like 
to get involved and help us grow our membership and content. Let us know if  you are interested in volunteering for any of  the positions 
available

President
Cory Zentner

Vice President/
Newsletter Editor/Events

Gina Lantz

Secretary/Director
Stephanie Conrad

Treasurer
Bruce Ryman

Fellowship
Colleen Graybill

Print Competition
Jeff Johnson

Website Editor
Susan Baggett

Director/Events
Cliff Lawson

Social Media
Jen Henningsen
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Practice what you’ve learned
Here’s some images captured at past Camera Clinic events. Thank you to Anthony Rizzo and Melissa Polk for letting us use your images.

or pick up some new skills with PPC Camera Clinics
-February-
Camera Clinic - Lighting Patterns
Date: Sunday, February 24
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Gina Lantz Photography
2230 Lake Avenue, Thornton 80241

-March-
Print Competition College with PPA Master 
Photographer Larry Adkins
Date: Saturday, March 23
Time: 9 am - 4 pm
Location: Gina Lantz Photography
2230 Lake Avenue, Thornton 80241
 
 -April-
 
PPA Southwest District 
Photographic Competition
Registration Opens April 8
Deadline(without late fee) May 8 by 5 pm EST
Deadline (late fee required) May 22 by 5 pm EST
Judging dates June 2-7

Annual Big Sky In Focus 
Convention 
April 06-8
Helena, MT
Join us in Helena, MT April 6th-8th for some 
amazing educational opportunities!  We have 
some world class speakers lined up for the week-
end including:

PPA 1-day Continuing Education Class Richard 
Sturdevant – $149.00
One day pass to Richard Sturdevant’s PPA Con-
tinuing Education Class on Saturday April 6 only. 
Please include your PPA number if you are PPA 
member to receive your education merit.

Camera Clinic - Posing
Date: Sunday, April 14
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Gina Lantz Photography
2230 Lake Avenue, Thornton 80241

-June-
 
2019 International Photographic 
Competition (IPC)
Registration Opens: June 14
Deadline(without late fee) July 18 by 5 pm EST
Deadline (late fee required) August 1 by 5 pm EST
Jusdging dates August 18-23

-November-
Save the Date! 
PPC Annual Convention - 

-December-
Save the Date! 
PPC Annual Holiday Party 
Location: Hacienda Colorado   
10500 Bierstadt Way, Englewood, 80112

Upcoming Events
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